
 

 
Kerrisdale Capital Management, LLC  |  1212 Avenue of the Americas, 3rd Floor  |  New York, NY 10036  |  Tel: 212.792.7999  |  Fax: 212.531.6153  

 

 

 
December 2, 2014 

 
Via Electronic Filing  
 
Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
 
Re: Notice of Ex Parte  

Terrestrial Use of the 2473-2495 MHz Band for Low-Power Mobile Broadband Networks; 
Amendments to Rules for the Ancillary Terrestrial Component of Mobile Satellite Service 
Systems, IB Docket No. 13-213, RM-11685 

 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 
On December 1, 2014, Shane Wilson, Investment Analyst at Kerrisdale Capital Management, LLC 
(Kerrisdale); Russell Fox and Kara Romagnino of Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky and Popeo; and the 
undersigned met with John Leibovitz, Chris Helzer, and (by phone) Brian Regan of the Wireless 
Telecommunications Bureau; Mark Settle of the Office of Engineering and Technology; and Troy Tanner, 
Jose Albuquerque, Karl Kensinger, and Stephen Duall of the International Bureau.  Kerrisdale presented 
the attached slides and urged the Commission to foster the efficient and globally harmonized use of the 
unlicensed 2.4 GHz band by easing the restrictive out-of-band emissions (OOBE) rules that de facto 
preclude the use of Wi-Fi Channels 12 and 13 in the US – despite their widespread use in many other 
countries.  We also described how the sophisticated LTE/Wi-Fi coexistence filters prevalent in many 
mobile devices today, which effectively treat Globalstar’s MSS spectrum as a transition band, would, by 
subjecting Globalstar’s proposed Terrestrial Low Power Service (TLPS) to high levels of rejection, 
substantially impair its usefulness.  This filtering problem casts further doubt on the purported value of 
TLPS as a means to expand the available supply of mobile-broadband spectrum, especially relative to the 
superior alternative of expanding practical access to Channels 12 and 13, which are compatible with 
existing filters.   
 
With respect to TLPS’s potential negative externalities, we noted that, based on our previously 
submitted interference testing results,1 TLPS would represent a uniquely damaging presence in the 2.4 
GHz unlicensed band.  There is a significant difference between the possibility of adding another 
broadband channel through a private TLPS and increasing the number of publicly accessible Wi-Fi 

                                                
1 See Letter from Sahm Adrangi, Kerrisdale Capital Management, LLC, to Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary, FCC, IB 13-
213, RM-11685 (dated Oct. 22, 2014), available at http://apps.fcc.gov/ecfs/document/view?id=60000975262.  
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channels.  Adding a channel for TLPS comes with a significant potential downside – the disruption of one 
of the most commonly used telecommunications technologies today – and is highly unlikely ever to 
achieve widespread adoption or commercial success.  But there is no downside – and meaningful upside 
– to making another unlicensed Wi-Fi channel available, consistent with the practice of many other 
global regulators.  Unlike other unlicensed spectrum use cases that can and do work to mutually 
minimize adjacent-channel interference, TLPS is inherently wedded to its own channel irrespective of 
the resulting damage.  As further documented in the attached presentation, Globalstar’s suggestions 
that Kerrisdale’s interference testing was biased against TLPS because it involved Channel 14 operations 
using 802.11b at “unrealistic” density and signal strength2 are misinformed:  802.11b’s adjacent-channel 
emissions are no worse than 802.11n’s and typically better, and multiple nearby Wi-Fi access points 
operating at -60 to -70 dBm of received signal strength are often observed in densely populated areas. 
 
Pursuant to Section 1.1206(b)(2) of the Commission’s rules, an electronic copy of this letter and the 
attachment is being filed for inclusion in the above-referenced dockets.  Please direct any questions 
regarding this filing to the undersigned. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
/s/ Sahm Adrangi 
 
Chief Investment Officer 
KERRISDALE CAPITAL MANAGEMENT, LLC 

 
 
Attachment 
 
cc:  (via email) 

John Leibovitz 
Chris Helzer 
Brian Regan 
Mark Settle 
Troy Tanner 
Jose Albuquerque 
Karl Kensinger 
Stephen Duall 
 

                                                
2 Letter from L. Barbee Ponder IV, General Counsel and Vice President Regulatory Affairs, Globalstar, to Marlene H. 
Dortch, Secretary, FCC, IB Docket No. 13-213, RM-11685, at 4 (dated Oct. 30, 2014), available at 
http://apps.fcc.gov/ecfs/document/view?id=60000977216.  
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